Candidacy speech July 2010

Good Morning I have prepared some remarks for today that I would like to share with you. I would first like to thank Supervisor Jane Parker and MPUSD Trustee Diane Creasey for joining us here this morning. I would also like to thank my wife Christine Burnett and my two wonderful daughters Diona and Gillian for being here. 
I would like to announce today my candidacy for City Council for the great city of Marina.

My three key issues and reasons for running are; 1) fiscal responsibility; 2) the support and development of downtown Marina and; 3) a strong belief that if a city asks its citizens to bear some burden, to make a sacrifice that the cause be just and well defined and that all of the rewards and benefits be shared amongst all of the people of the city.

I proposed that we must first return to a sense of fairness and balance in all dealings with the public. The tone with which elected officials engage the public goes a long way to create an atmosphere of openness and transparency. We must respect the ideas and opinions of the people that live and work here in our city. Everyone is impacted in some way by the decisions and policies set out by our city officials. We cannot afford to fail to appreciate the significance of our actions. 

To be fiscally responsible means to take the task of leadership seriously. To protect the needs of the community one has take into account the financial reality of today and reflect on past decisions. Leadership means to develop sound and prudent policies with the necessary expenditures to ensure financial stability. Leadership also means honest and open discussions of community values and those programs the city puts forth to accomplish those goals.
The development of a beautiful, friendly, vibrant and green downtown has been a dream I share with many in this community. The small shops and business in our town are in fact the early investors in our community. They have in many ways expressed their support of our great city in ways that really matter there hard work and financial investment. We owe it to them to put forth plans and policies that reward there good judgment and trust.
The real heart of a community is the feeling of togetherness of shared joy and pain. The knowledge that the pains or sufferings one encounters is lessoned in knowing that eventually the people will bounce back the town will provide benefits for our investment. And that the rewards will be shared by all is essential to establishing trust and goodwill. There can be no community where the sacrifice is shared but the benefits go to a chosen few.
I have chosen to throw my support for the re-election of our mayor Bruce Delgado. I have felt that Bruce has been working tirelessly in the best interest of the city. Bruce has stayed focused on what needs to be done and has on many occasions invested his time and money to benefit the city of Marina. 

I will end my remarks on this note; I love Marina and its people I am running for city council out of my desire to serve the people of this great community. I believe 1) fiscal responsibility is owed to all of the people by our policy makers; 2) a strong and vibrant downtown is at the heart of our future community and; 3) If the city finds it necessary to place a burden on its citizens and asks for sacrifices it should be done only after every other option has been explored and exercised. And that any and all future rewards from this burden are used exclusively for the people of the city.
Thank you for you attention and if there are any questions I will try and answer them.
